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Wirx drooping tails and dispirited ears the nation’s dogs will hear 
the Army's decision to demobilize all canine sentries and scouts, 
close its dog-training camp at Fort Carson, Colorado, and dismiss into 
history the proud traditions of its K-9 Corps, which gleaned glory in 
World War II and in Korea. The dog's day, soldiering, seems finished. 


OFrIcIALLy, that is. For if anything is proved by the story of armies, 
American or other, it is that somehow dogs turn up in them all, make 
friends, interest people and manage to achieve stealthy billet status 
despite the glowerings of the brass and the rigors of sergeants. 


STILL, this Army decision, made in the alleged interests of ‘‘econ- 
omy,’ deals a sorry blow at canine morale in the nation. The trained 
war dog has been during more than a decade the symbol of elite 
dogdom. 


K-9 CORPS was something for all dogs to dream of and shoot— 
excuse it—bark at. To be kenneled as an old grad of Fort Carson was 
worth bragging about. The old school collar meant something spe- 
cial. So to the 950 canine members of the Army’s scout and sentry 
corps, a reluctant farewell! Incidentally, have they any law to help 
them ease transition back to civilian life? 


Courtesy of the Boston Globe 


Cover photo courtesy of the Boston Globe, by Gil Friedberg, shows little 
Martha Elmquist, Cambridge, proudly holding Precious and Dinah, 
cocker spaniels owned by Mrs. Mabel Stearns, 15 Oakridge Street, Mattapan. 
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LEAGUE IN ACTION. Mrs. Frederic S. Bailey and Mrs. George O. Clark, I, with canine friend at the 
League's headquarters. Both Mrs. Clark and Mrs. Bailey have served with the Fair Committee to make this 
annual League event an outstanding success. Mrs. Clark served as co-chairman for last year’s successful func- 
tion. We are looking forward to the participation of both ladies in the 1957 Annual Fair October 24-25. 
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GOVERNOR FOSTER FURCOLO SIGNS 
ANIMAL SEIZURE BILL 


League Acts to Cancel Contract with City of Boston 


OVERNOR FOSTER FURCOLO signed 
G the controversial animal sei- 
zure bill on April 19th, and immedi- 
ately the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston announced its intention to 
sever its stray dog contract with the 
City of Boston. 

Events leading up to the Gover- 
nor’s signature moved rather rapidly 
during April. It will be recalled by 
readers of this magazine that, as the 
March issue went to press, the bill 
was in the hands of the House Ways 
and Means Committee. Early in 
April the House approved an amend- 
ment reducing the holding period for 
lost and stray animals from 15 to 10 
days, and the matter then went to 
Senator 
Arthur J. Mullen moved that the 


the Senate for approval. 


legislation be referred to a study com- 
mittee. This motion was defeated, 
and the Senate then passed the legis- 
lation by a voice vote. Senator Mul- 
len then moved that reconsideration 
be given on the following day. This 
motion carried, and on April 11th 
the amendment was again presented 
to the Senate and, over Senator 
Mullen’s objection, the amendment 
was adopted. Approval by the Senate 
of this amendment presaged final 
adoption of the bill by the General 
Court, which occurred a few days 


later by a voice vote. 

On April 16 the following letter 
was addressed to Governor Furculo 
indicating the League’s position and 
expressing the hope that the Gover- 
nor would see fit to veto the measure 
when it came to him for signature. 


THE HONORABLE FosTER FURCOLO 
Governor of Massachusetts 
State House, Boston 


My dear Governor: 

If the Animal Pound Seizure Bill is 
finally passed by the Legislature and 
comes to you for action, may I, on 
behalf of the thousands of citizens of 
this Commonwealth who are mem- 
bers of this organization, urge you to 
veto it. 

We think you should know that in 
the event this Bill becomes law, the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston will 
not continue to serve as dog officer 
and pound for the City of Boston. 
We are advised by representatives of 
other humane agencies which now do 
the pound work in Springfield, Pitts- 
field, Worcester and New Bedford 
that they, too, will similarly cease 
doing the pound work in those cities. 
At the present time, the total cost of 
operating these five pounds is less 
than $25,000 annually. It is estimated 
that, should this legislation become 


law, the five cities named will have a 
capital expenditure of approximately 
$550,000 for animal shelters and 
equipment, plus an annual operating 
cost of $175,000. With the minimum 
holding period for lost and stray 
animals extended from six to ten 
days, an added burden would fall on 
the taxpayers of other Massachusetts 
cities and towns. This argument ap- 
parently was overlooked in the desire 
of the Legislature to be sympathetic 
to the extensive and renowned medi- 
cal talent that testified before it and 
entirely disregarded the economics 
of the situation. 

It is our position that it is unjusti- 
fiable to impose on the taxpayers of 
this Commonwealth this additional 
expense, particularly when most of 
them are so tax-conscious. 

Also, 
pound law in meeting the needs of 


the fallacy of an animal 


the medical profession is _ particu- 
larly well demonstrated by the ex- 
perience in New York where the 
Metcalf-Hatch Act has been in oper- 
1952. “This. Act 


was passed to supply the asserted 


ation since July 1, 


needs of the research group for 
25,000 experimental dogs and cats a 
year. This professed need has never 
been approached. In 1955, an aver- 


age year and three years after the 
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law was enacted, only 22 of the 79 
institutions in New York State li- 
censed under the Act to use dogs and 
cats took advantage of the legislation 
to requisition animals from public 
pounds. The total number of dogs 
and cats so requisitioned was 4,657. 
It is most interesting that Columbia 
Medical School, New York Univer- 
sity Medical School, Rockefeller In- 
stitute and Brookhaven Laboratory, 
for example, have never requisitioned 
even one animal from a public pound 
since the law became operative. I am 
further informed by the New York 
City Department of Health that in 
1955 five laboratories discontinued 
the use of pound animals entirely 
because they were not suitable for 
their purposes. 

The seizure of animals from public 
animal shelters has never been a part 
of the principle of public animal 
shelter operation in the entire history 
of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts. Such action would be morally 
and economically unsound, imprac- 
tical and discriminatory. 

Very respectfully yours, 
CARLTON E. BuTTRICK, 
President 


April 19th, long celebrated as 
Patriot’s Day in Massachusetts and 
this year also the date of Good 
Friday, was the day on which Gov- 
ernor Furcolo signed this contro- 
versial piece of legislation into law. 
Because it had been approved as an 
emergency General 
Court, the bill became law immedi- 
ately upon the Governor’s signing it. 
The next day the following letter was 
directed to Mayor John B. Hynes 
giving notice of the League’s termina- 
tion of its contract with the City of 
Boston, to be effective 60 days hence. 


measure by the 


Hon. JOHN B. Hynes 
Mayor of the City of Boston 
City Hall, Boston 
My dear Mayor Hynes: 
This is to notify you that sixty (60) 
days from this date, April 20, 1957, 


this Corporation will, as provided in 
Article 4 of a contract made the sixth 
day of July, 1955, by and between the 
City of Boston and the Animal Res- 
cue League of Boston, terminate its 
services and duties as dog officer for 
the City of Boston as specified in 
Article 1 of said contract. 
Respectfully yours, 
CARLTON E. BUTTRICK, 
President 


Apprised of this action, Mayor 
Hynes stated that the City of Boston 
had no intention of building a dog 
pound. He said that he had been 
assured by the medical groups that 
they would undertake the service if 
necessary. 

Dr. George P. Berry, Dean of Har- 
vard Medical School, indicated that 
it was the hope of the research group 
that the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston would not withdraw its serv- 
ices which had been performed ably 
for many years. However, Dr. Berry 
was very well aware of the fact that 
spokesmen for the League had stated 
publicly that, should the legislation 
become law, it would cancel its stray 
dog contract with the City and that 
such action had been approved by 
the League’s Board of Directors. 

At the present time it is too early 
to judge what the effect will be and 
what moves will be made by the City 
of Boston and the medical research 
groups to provide pound facilities for 
the City. 

Officials of the Massachusetts 
SPCA have announced that they 
will move to test the constitutionality 
of the new law, the final outcome of 
which may not be determined for 
several months. 

In order to clarify the League’s 
position as a result of the passage of 
the animal seizure legislation, per- 
haps it would be well to repeat that, 
although there has been much con- 
fusion and misunderstanding as to 
the League’s future program, the 
work of the League will continue in 
the future very much as in the past. 


We assure our members and friends 
that only a small proportion of the 
many services of the League for ani- 
mals will be affected. True, we will 
not be able to shelter lost and strayed 
animals, but we can still administer 
to the needs of unwanted, sick and 
injured pets, and in the past these 
have made up the much larger per- 
centage of animals handled. From 
pets turned over to us by their own- 
ers there will be many suitable for 
adoption, so that our pet placement 
work will continue. We will pick up 
a sick or injured animal on the street, 
be it owned or stray, rather than to 
allow it to suffer, and our administra- 
tions to the sick and ailing pets will 
be continued in our animal clinic. 
Investigations of alleged cruelty to 
and suffering of animals will con- 
tinue, as well as inspection of stock- 
yards, auction marts, stables and 
other places where animals are 
housed or kept. The work of our 
Livestock Conservation Department 
will go on in its efforts to reduce 
injury and suffering to food animals 
through improper handling and 
transportation. The education work 
of the League will not be lessened, 
but perhaps stepped up. Thousands 
of children and adults will benefit 
and learn the proper care, treatment 
and understanding of our animal 
life. The League’s Rest Farm for 
Horses will go on as before, and our 
service to pet owners through the 
Pine Ridge Pet Animal Cemetery 
will continue. 

All these and many other facets of 
our services will not be affected in 
the slightest by the passage of the 
animal seizure legislation. We still 
will continue our humane services to 
animals and through education hope 
to bring a better understanding of 
all animals to both children and 
adults alike. 


Remember the Animal Rescue 


League of Boston in making 
your will. 


Annual Nbeeting 


HELD IN LEAGUE'S NEW HEADQUARTERS 


ARCH 12th may well be a sig- 
M nificant date in the history of 
the Animal Rescue League of Boston, 
for on that day the 58th Annual 
Meeting of the organization was held 
in the auditorium of the League’s 
new headquarters at the corner of 
Tremont and Arlington Streets. 

In presenting the annual report, 
the President, Carlton E. Buttrick, 
extended his sincere appreciation to 
all whose constructive efforts had 
aided the League during the year. 

Mr. Buttrick pointed out that in 
the brief time at his disposal it would 
be impossible to review the many 
activities and services rendered by 
the League during the past twelve 
months; rather, he would touch on 
some of the highlights as they had 
occurred. 

The President stated that 1956 had 
indeed been a year of transition for 
the League. For the first time since its 
incorporation in 1899, the League’s 
headquarters were removed from the 
old and familiar Carver Street ad- 
dress. The actual move had occurred 
early in the fall when, on October 
7th, the animals were moved from 
the Albany Street shelter into the 
new building and the personnel from 
Carver and Albany Streets arrived 
the following day. It was not, how- 
ever, until December 14th that dedi- 
cation ceremonies for the new build- 
ing could be held and, inasmuch as 
facilities for the dedication were lim- 
ited to approximately 150 people, 
invitations had not been extended to 
the thousands of League members 
and supporters, but rather invita- 


tions had been sent to only city and 
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state officials, civic leaders, execu- 
tives of neighboring humane organ- 
izations, and representatives of the 
architect and contractor’s organiza- 
tion. 

The President also reported that 
during 1956 the new shelter and 
residence in Provincetown, to be 
known as The Captain Joseph R. 
Atkins and Martha W. Atkins Ani- 
mal Shelter, had been completed 
and operations begun and already 


expressions of gratitude for the splen- 
did work of the young agent and his 
wife, Mr. and Mrs. Donald West- 
over, had reached Boston. 

Mr. Buttrick stated that the legal 
restrictions had finally been lifted on 
the Salem property, and contractors 
were currently bidding on the neces- 
sary renovation and changes to make 
the house on the property a suitable 
home for Mr. and Mrs. Sherman 
Bates and family; and, as soon as the 


Mrs. Katherine M. Whitcomb receives check from League President, 
Carlton E. Buttrick, in recognition of her being a member of the League 


staff for 25 years. 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


John Avisa and Roberta White hold Certificates of Merit awarded 


them as League President, Carlton E. Buttrick, conducts them on tour 
of the League's Adoption Department. 


house was ready for occupancy, the 
League’s operation on the North 
Shore would be transferred to this 
site from the present West Lynn 
address. 

Mr. Buttrick concluded his  re- 
marks by briefly covering the status 
of the animal seizure bill before the 
Massachusetts Legislature. 

Following the President’s message, 
Brooks Potter, 
Nominating Committee, presented a 


Chairman of the 


slate of nominees for election to the 

League’s Board. Directors re-elected 

for a period of three years were: 
Mrs. ROCKWELL COFFIN 
Mrs. CHARLES W. PHINNEY 
Mr. Joun M. B. CuurcHiLy 


for June, 1957 


Mr. JOHN GREW 
Mr. GEorRGE PUTNAM, JR. 
Mr. CARLTON M. STRONG 
Mr. Philip W. Trumbull, Treas- 
urer, then presented the financial 
standing of the League as of the end 
1957, 


and reported that the League’s books 


of the fiscal year, January 31, 


had been audited by the firm of 


Scovell, Wellington & Company. 
Mr. Trumbull indicated that it is 
difficult in these days for charitable 
institutions, like the League, to bal- 
ance the budget and he hoped that 
additional support might be forth- 
coming in the year ahead. 

James B. Ames, First Vice-Presi- 
dent, was then called upon to present 


several suggested amendments to the 
League’s by-laws, as recommended 
by the Directors. Mr. Ames pointed 
out that the Directors hoped to ac- 
complish two objectives by the pas- 
sage of these recommended changes, 
namely, (1) relieve the President of a 
small part of his duties by the crea- 
tion of the office of Chairman of the 
Board of Directors and (2) provide 
greater flexibility in the monthly 
meeting date of the Board of Direc- 
tors. The proposed amendments in 
the by-laws having been adopted, 
the Articles affected will now read 
as follows: 


ARTICLE III — first paragraph 


‘“The officers of the League shall 
consist of a Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, a President, one or more 
Vice-Presidents, a Treasurer, a Secre- 
tary and a Board of Directors not ex- 
ceeding twenty-two, of which Board 
the President, Treasurer and Secre- 
tary shall be members ex officiis.”’ 


ARTICLE III — second paragraph 


‘The Chairman of the Board of 
Directors shall preside at all meetings 
of the League and of the Board of 
Directors and of such standing com- 
mittees of which he is a member. The 
President shall have the customary 
duties of his office and shall, in the 
absence of the Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, preside at all meetings 
of the League.” 


ARTICLE V — first paragraph 


“They (the Board of Directors) 
shall, at the next meeting of the 
Board following the annual meeting 
of the League, elect the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors, the President, 
one or more Vice-Presidents, the 
Secretary, the Treasurer, and such 
other officers as they shall deem 
necessary Regular meetings of 
the Board shall be held each month 
except the months of June, July, 
August and September, at such time 
and place as the Board may deter- 


mine.” (Continued on page 11) 
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League President, Carlton E. Buttrick, stresses a point as he ap- 
peared as a witness before the House Subcommittee on Agriculture 
which was hearing testimony on humane slaughter legislation. 


PRIL 2, 1957, may well be an 

historic date in the battle to 
assure a Calm and painless death for 
the millions of food animals which 
help to make the United States the 
healthiest and best fed nation on 
earth. Subcommittee Chairman W. 
R. Poage of Texas banged his gavel 
at 10:00 a.m. on the first Tuesday in 
April to open the hearings on hu- 
mane slaughter legislation before the 
subcommittee on livestock of the 
committee on agriculture of the 
House of Representatives. The com- 
mittee hearing room of the House 
Office Building was filled to the doors 
as Representative Martha W. Grif- 
fiths of Michigan, sponsor of HR 176 
in this session of Congress, and a 
similar bill introduced in the 1956 
session, discussed the old-fashioned 


and outmoded methods generally 


practiced in the slaughterhouses of 


the nation, outlined available and 


practical humane methods and urged 


the passage of a compulsory humane 
slaughter bill by this 85th Congress. 

Congressman Poage and eleven 
other members of the committee on 
Agriculture were present to give 
testimony. 

The following spokesmen urged 
favorable action on a compulsory 
humane slaughter bill: Jo V. Mor- 
gan, Jr., Washington counsel for 
The American Humane Association; 
Carlton E. Buttrick, president of the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston, 
past president of the AHA and direc- 
tor of New England Livestock Con- 
servation, Inc.; Rutherford T. Phil- 
lips, executive director of the AHA; 
and John C. Macfarlane, director of 
the Livestock Conservation Depart- 
ment of the Massachusetts SPCA 
and field director of New England 
Livestock Conservation, Inc. Others 
submitting testimony stressing the 
need for compulsory humane slaugh- 


ter legislation on behalf of ‘The 


Aeariuge Ou 
FEDERAL HUMANE SLAUC 


American Humane Association were: 
C. Raymond Naramore of Rochester, 
New York and William T. Phillips 
of Philadelphia, Pennsyivania, both 
members of the Board of Directors 
of the Association; Clifton E. John- 
son of Detroit, chairman of the AHA 
committee on animal legislation; J. J. 
Shaffer of Chicago, member of the 
Association’s committee on animal 
legislation; Mrs. Blair F. Claybaugh 
of Harrisburg, president of the Fed- 
erated Humane Societies of Pennsyl- 
vania and past vice-president of the 
AHA; Mrs. Arthur F. Perkins, presi- 
dent of the Richmond (Va.) SPCA; 
and Raymond J. Hanfield, executive 
assistant of the American SPCA of 
New York. 

Urging passage of compulsory hu- 
mane slaughter legislation, League 
President, Carlton E. Buttrick, stated: 

‘“‘T wish to thank you for the oppor- 
tunity to present the position of the 
proponents of compulsory humane 
slaughtering and, further, to say that 
there are literally thousands of mem- 
bers of the organizations I represent 
who are vitally concerned and who 
sincerely hope that passage of hu- 
mane slaughter legislation will be ac- 
complished in this session of Congress. 

‘‘T believe that the passage of legis- 
lation to require the use of humane 
methods in the slaughter of livestock 
and poultry would be a tremendous 
step forward in the treatment of mil- 
lions of this country’s food animals. 
Many years ago the Congress saw 
fit to pass legislation which would re- 
quire animals in transit to market to 
be rested, watered and fed every 24 
to 36 hours, but no law or regulation 


has been adopted to insure the hu- 
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mane slaughter of these animals when 
they reach their destination. Doesn’t 
this seem a little incongruous? 

“The bills presently being studied 
by your Committee will provide an 
understandable and enforceable law 
under which no slaughterer would 
be permitted to hoist, bleed or slaugh- 
ter any livestock or poultry unless 
such livestock and poultry has first 
been rendered insensible by mechan- 
i¢al, electrical, chemical or other 
means determined by the Secretary 
of Agriculture to be rapid, effective 
and humane. For years there was 
the excuse that an improved method 
of humane slaughter was lacking. 
This excuse is no longer valid. The 
Remington humane animal stunner, 
the captive bolt pistol, the CO, im- 
mobilization chamber and the elec- 
tric knife now make humane slaugh- 
ter practicable and economically 
sound. Is not this an opportune time 
to bring the slaughter industry in 
our country up to European stand- 
ards? Given the incentive of legisla- 
tion, I believe American resourceful- 
ness and the desire for perfection will 
result in the United States eventually 
leading the nations of the world in 
humane slaughtering. 

“Tt has been only when regulation 
and laws have forced their use that 
great experiments and discoveries 
have been put into practice on a 
national scale. 

“Tuberculin to test and discover 
tubercular bovine animals was in 
the demonstration status for many 
years with but limited use. It was not 
until compulsory methods and laws 
were passed in the states and backed 
by the United States Department of 


for June, 1957 


Agriculture that the disease was 
conquered. 

“The pasteurization of milk was 
known and recommended for over 
twenty-five years, but little progress 
was made until state and federal 
laws required pasteurization through- 
out the country. 


So it will be with the adoption of 


humane methods of slaughter. With 
the methods now known it seems 
reasonable that the time has come 
to put these methods into general use 
by legislation. 

‘‘Packers who have adopted the 
available methods have found them 
safer, more efficient and cleaner, as 
well as more humane. 

“It is particularly noteworthy that 
many newspapers across the country 
have editorially and otherwise fa- 
vored the adoption of humane 
slaughter methods. The Boston Herald 
on Thursday, January 24, 1957, 
editorially commented: “The poll axe 
and the scalding tank have been 
the symbols of 20th century civiliza- 
tion. Yet if Congress passes humane 
slaughter legislation at this session, 
much will have been accomplished 
to curb misery. And, perhaps, much 
for the human spirit as well. The 


toleration of the poll axe is an evi- 
dence of a deeper social ill than mere 
inefficiency. Across our vaunted pros- 
perity and liberty is written an awful 
slogan: “After all, they’re only ani- 
mals. But are they, really?”’’ 

‘Therefore, on the basis of present 
knowledge, and of the benefits which 
would result, my plea today is for a 
favorable report on the humane 
slaughter legislation before you so 
that it may be brought before the 
Congress for consideration and adop- 
tion.” 

Chairman Poage of the subcom- 
mittee and Chairman Cooley of the 
Committee on Agriculture, as well as 
other committee members, demon- 
strated their clear understanding of 
the problem, as a result of their per- 
sonal visits last fall to slaughterhouses 
throughout the country to witness 
and to actually use the slaughtering 
methods, both humane and _in- 
humane. Chairman Poage’s fairness, 
understanding and good humor re- 
sulted in the orderly and speedy con- 
duct of the hearing. All of those who 
were concerned with the problem 
were given a full opportunity to 
testify and keen questioning by the 

(Continued on page 17) 


Chairman W. R. Poage greets three witnesses who presented testimony at 
the hearing. (Left to right: C. Raymond Naramore, Director, AHA; Ruther- 
ford T. Phillips, Executive Director, AHA; and Carlton E. Buttrick, 


Past President, AHA.} 
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MarGaret Morse Corrin, Dzrector 


HarwicHport, MassACHusETTS 


PRING tripped lightly to our Cape 
S on its appointed day —a most 
beautiful Easter Sunday. 

Among those who rejoiced were 
our bird friends, some of whom had 
had to battle with fierce snow storms 
and terrific winds during migration. 
Robins spend their winters here in 
areas where wild woodland growth 
still gives protection. Our robins 
ventured forth too soon for it seems 
they found little natural food and 
our efforts to sustain them were not 
crowned with success. No sooner did 
we try to scatter bits of cake, dough- 
nuts or other substitute fare for them 
than blackbirds, 
tame pigeons and other voracious 


starlings, crows, 
birds would swoop down and gobble 
up the repast. In spite of this the 
cheery robins survived and after the 
storms increased in numbers. 

It is a joy to watch them now, their 
red breasts aglow, joined by their 
plainer mates and evidently prepar- 
ing to set up housekeeping. Juncos, 
gay chickadees, myrtle warblers, song 
sparrows, tree and fox sparrows, some 
of whom remained with us, have 
increased in numbers, while an 
early comer and especially welcome 
guest is the titmouse. It appears to 
be one of the pair which made them- 
selves at home last year for it flies 
to the topmost branch of the same 
thorny locust tree, there to proclaim 


its rapid oft repeated pete — pete — 
pete — peter == perm. Cr perhaps 
Says SWEEL —— SWECL—— SWEEL —— SWEEt— 
ie — sweet — in hopes that a mate 
will soon respond. 

The birds aforementioned although 
mostly of the more common varieties 
are, with few exceptions, welcomed 
by us as good neighbors. 

The birds we sadly miss unseen by 
us for several years are the evening 
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grosbeak and the yellow breasted 
chat. It would seem that their ab- 
sence in both instances might be 
explained. The grosbeaks in their 
striking black and yellow plumage 
loved the fruit of our mulberry tree 
which later was partially destroyed 
by storm and had to be removed. 
One day after the huge flock had 
ceased to come, a few stragglers ap- 
peared surveying the scene, then 
vanished never to return. 

Loss of the yellow breasted chats 
was tragic. They had become so 
tame that they gathered in a protect- 
ed corner close by the house. From 
this haven the starlings tried to dis- 
possess them. A battle royal ensued. 
Truly it seemed that the dingy ill- 
mannered starlings, having an in- 
ferior complex, were actually jealous 
of the handsome well poised chats 
arrayed in olive and gold. The 
starlings were the undoubted aggres- 
sors. The chats fought merely to 
protect their own. A lovely female 
was found dying among dense juniper 
branches. Her mate put up a valiant 
fight but the starling’s long bill, sharp 
as a rapier, pierced his breast and 
he too succumbed. None of their 
kind ever returned to us. There re- 
mains only a poignant memory. 

However, a New Year, another 
Spring, a fresh hope and who knows 
— perhaps to us more chats will wing 
their way. 


OUR BLACKIE 
ONCE ASTRAY CAT 


A Dialogue 


From times when you a lone path- 
finder 

Roamed through threatening dark 

Sull there persists a grim reminder 

Circling your throat a tell-tale mark. 


Collared ’tis clear that high in tree 
you swung 

Struggling ’til snapped branch let 
you down 

No party you to being hung. 

Tell us, were you a circus cat, a clown 

Or one-time acrobat? 


You listening gravely stare 

Your yellow eyes unblinking 

‘*How does life here compare?” 

‘“‘’m not telling what I’m thinking! 

Don’t remind me — I’m forgetting 
those grim days 

And _ not regretting that wild night I 
ceased to roam.” 


‘So you are glad you found this 
home?” 

In favorite lap you stretch a velvet 
paw 

Confessing that our dwelling you pre- 
fer 

Content, you purr and purr and PURR. 

MarGARET Morse COrrin 


GREETINGS 
From a Child 


I wish I were wise 

I wish I were brave 

All who are sorrowful I would save 
Bare-footed children who hungry 
roam 


Little lost animals needing a home. 


I wish I were brave 

I wish I were wise 

I’d build an air-ship to skim the skies 

And drop shining presents from 
above 

With friendliest thoughts and oceans 
of love. 


MARGARET MorsE COFFIN 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


(Continued from page 7) 


ARTICLE V — second paragraph 


‘The Board of Directors may exer- 
cise any of their powers through 
committees, the members of which 
shall be Directors, to be appointed 
by them on nomination of the Chair- 
man of the Board of Directors or 
otherwise.” 


ARTICLE V — clause (a) 


**(a) An Executive Committee of 
five members, of which the Chairman 
of the Board of Directors, the Presi- 
dent and the Treasurer shall be mem- 
bers ex officits, which shall, in intervals 
between meetings of the Board, have 
charge of the current business of the 
League and shall perform such other 
duties and have such further powers 
as may be assigned to it from time to 
time by the Board.”’ 


Of great interest to the members 
present was the presentation of sev- 
eral awards. 


The President handed Mrs. Kath- 
erine M. Whitcomb a check for $25 
in recognition of her 25 years of loyal 
and devoted service to the League. 
Mrs. Whitcomb also received a 25- 
year service pin presented to her by 
The American Humane Association. 

John Avisa, 14, of Watertown, was 
presented a Certificate of Merit for 
risking his life to save an Irish Setter 
dog. In making the presentation, Mr. 
Buttrick stated that John’s act was a 
brave one, for he had crawled out on 
the thin ice of a Belmont pond to 
rescue a neighbor’s dog who was 
floundering in the freezing water and 
that only the bravery and daring on 
the part of the boy had saved the 
dog’s life. 

A posthumous award was made to 
**Peter,’? a Collie dog, who gave his 
life trying to save that of his young 
master, Gary White, during a house 
fire in July of 1956. The fire, which 
broke out early in the morning, 
awoke Mrs. Ernest White whose hus- 
band had already gone to work in 


for June, 1957 


Everett. Mrs. White had been ill in 
bed for a week, but she managed to 
get up, break out a window and 
climb out on an adjoining roof. She 
ran to the window of the room where 
her daughter Roberta, 15, was asleep, 
but ‘‘Peter’? had beaten her there. 
The dog already had torn the bed 
clothes off the girl with his teeth and 
had barked until she had awakened. 
‘*Peter”’ didn’t stop there, but quickly 
turned and raced through the flame- 
filled house into Gary’s room. He 
must have awakened Gary and got- 
ten him out of bed, for, when firemen 
found the dog’s body, it was close 
beside Gary’s. The little boy died 
the following day as a result of the 
burns received. ‘The award to ‘‘Peter”’ 
was accepted by the girl he saved, 
Roberta, who was present at the 
meeting with her mother. 

A more tangible reward was re- 
ceived directly after the meeting by 
both John Avisa and Roberta White 
who selected two voung dogs from the 
League’s Placement Department to 
have as their very own pets. 

The film, ‘“‘Most Happy Dog,”’ the 
story of Admiral Richard E. Byrd’s 
dogs at home and at work was then 
shown. There was an air of sadness 


and contemplation during the show- 
ing of this film, for word had just 
reached the that Admiral 


Byrd, an Honorary Vice-President 


group 


of the League, had passed away. 

At the conclusion of the formal 
meeting, tours of the League’s new 
headquarters were conducted and 
tea served by Miss Harriett Flannery 
and Mrs. Smith of the 
League’s Department, 


Miriam 
Education 
thus bringing to a happy ending 
the 58th Annual Meeting of the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston. 


(Continued from page 9) 


committee members assisted both 
the committee members and wit- 
nesses in attaining a complete under- 
standing of the subject. 

We extend our sincere thanks on 
behalf of all who are interested in 
humane slaughter legislation to Rep- 
resentative Poage and the members 
of his committee for this outstanding 
effort which has done so much to 
show the need for humane slaughter- 
ing of food animals. 

If you have not already written to 
your Congressional representatives 
urging passage of compulsory humane 


slaughter, DO IT NOW! 


Mrs. Frederic Winthrop and Mrs. Rockwell Coffin, League Di- 
rectors, discuss features of the Annual Meeting over a cup of tea. 


League Benefits from Promotion Sponsored by 


THREE LITTLE KITTENS CAT FOOD 


EVERAL TIMES during February 
S and early March the faces of 
three attractive kittens peered out of 
an advertisement appearing in the 
Boston papers. Each kitten seemed 
to be saying, ‘“‘Help us and other 
stray animals. You can now make a 
donation to the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston, yet your donation 
won't cost you one cent.” 

The ad then went on to say that 
five cents would be donated to the 
League by the American Crab Meat 
Company, makers of *‘Three Little 
Kittens Cat Food,” for every label 
sent to our headquarters by pet own- 
ers. 

Readers responded and sent labels 
in by the thousands. One friend for- 
warded over three hundred labels 
and another over two hundred. To 
all who sent return addresses, the 
League sent personal cards of ac- 


knowledgment and thanks. We again 
wish to express our appreciation to 
these people and to those who re- 
mained anonymous. 

The League, also, is greatly in- 
debted to the several chain stores who 
cooperated with the American Crab 
Meat Company in this promotion. 
We were particularly pleased with 
the efforts of First National Stores, 
who, during the week of March 4th, 
set up special displays in some 550 
of their larger stores. To stimu- 
late purchase, First National Stores 
placed a special low price on the 
product as well as featuring it in all 
newspaper advertisements appearing 
during that week. Stop and Shop 
stores, also, told the story of how 
contributions could be made to the 
League through the purchase of 
“Three Little Kittens Cat Food” in 
their advertising, while S. S. Pierce 


William N. Gaine (right), Sales Manager of “Three Little Kittens 
Cat Food,” presents check to League President, Carlton E. Buttrick, as 
J. H. Kavanagh of J. H. Kavanagh, Inc., looks on. 


Photo by Fay Foto Service, Inc. 
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Miss Ruth Ballou counts a few of the 
labels received in one day’s mail. 


Co. made note of the promotion in 
the bulletin sent to their regular cus 
tomer list. 

The League is sincerely apprecia- 
tive to everyone who helped to make 
the promotion a success. This marks 
the second time the American Crab 
Meat Company has sponsored a 
program of this type for the League, 
and it is noteworthy the Company 
has done so without any endorsement 
of its product by this organization. 

In the final tally, the number of 
labels received by the League totalled 
14,855 for which we received a check 
in the amount of $742.75. An addi- 
tional $38.50 was received in cash 
with the labels from kindly friends. 
Other humane societies throughout 
New England also benefited from 
the promotion in their local areas. 


REMINDER 


Don’t forget to make provision 


for your pet when making ar- 
rangements for your summer 


vacation. 


OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


MITZI 


A Loving Pet for 25 Years 


by Ev1zABETH N. HALBURNT 


OME TIME AGO I read in the New 
York Times about ‘‘Mr. White,” 
a 19-year-old domestic short hair 
that had died recently. He was owned 
by Bascom N. Timmons, a Washing- 
ton correspondent for the Houston 
(Tex.) Chronicle and other papers. 
This is, indeed, one for the book, 
but I have some data that will top 
that. 

Mitzi, solid white Persian with 
glowing amber eyes, owned by Mrs. 
Joe Kimsey, wife of the Chief of 
Police, Knoxville, Tennessee, would 
have been 25 years old June 10, 
1955. She died March 27 of that 
year. The average life expectancy of 
cats is 12 years. 

Mitzi continued to be active and 
alert until right before her death. 
Mrs. Kimsey said that Mitzi even on 
the day before she died followed her 


along the creek bank as she worked 
amidst her flowers. 

Mitzi was adopted by the Kimseys 
when she was just a tiny kitten. Mrs. 
Kimsey attributes her longevity to 
proper care and correct diet. Her 
extreme fondness for raw “‘rosen’ 
ears’? and her evident belief in the 
old adage ‘‘An apple a day” pre- 
vented her from being a_ virtual 
carnivore. It was never necessary, in 
all her 25 years, to have veterinary 
care. During her last two years, 
Mrs. Kimsey had 
giving Mitzi vitamin capsules, about 
one a month, that she herself takes. 


however, been 


Mitzi had in her lifetime approxi- 
mately 100 kittens, four or five to a 
litter. Two of her kittens, that Mrs. 
Kimsey has kept in touch with, are 
14 years old. ‘‘Probably belong to 


5 


the same litter,’ surmised Mrs. Kim- 


sey. They are Cocka, a blue-eyed 
white Persian that belongs to Mr. and 
Mrs. H. E. Gallaher, and Judy, a 
light silver with amber eyes like her 
mother’s, owned by Mrs. William 
Mann. 


Mrs. Joe Kimsey, Knoxville, Tennessee, and her 25-year-old white 
Persian cat, Mitzi. 
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Persians are somewhat more difhi- 
cult to raise than domestic short 
hairs. Because of their long hair, it 
is necessary that they be combed and 
groomed often. If there are any loose 
hairs on their coat, they will very 
likely swallow them when licking 
their fur. This will result in hair balls 
forming in the stomach, which can 
be very serious. 

Next to Mitzi, the oldest cat of 
which I have personal knowledge 
was 22-year-old Babe, a yellow and 
white male domestic short hair owned 
by Miss Bertie Drumheller, also of 
Knoxville. 


WE ARE SORRY 


Readers may recall that the above 
photo appeared on the cover of 
the March issue of Our Fourfooted 
Friends. By error, the acknowledg- 
ment was omitted. So, to correct 
things and give credit where it 
is due we hasten to say that the 
photo is by Daly Associates and 
shows “Big Brother” Bob Emery of 
WBZ-TV and Dickie Nelson of 
Cambridge at the League’s Adop- 


tion Kennel. 
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NEW ENGLAND FEDERATION OF HUMANE SOCIETIES 
Annual Meeting 


HE Animal Rescue League of 

Boston was host society to the 
annual meeting of the New England 
Federation of Humane Societies on 
April 12th, held in the auditorium of 
the League’s new building. We were 
happy to welcome the guests to one 
of the best-attended functions of this 
kind that any of the members could 
recall. 

Under the gavel of President Ira 
Glackens of the Eastern Slope Ani- 
mal Welfare League, Conway, New 
Hampshire, the all-day meeting 
proved to be most interesting and 
constructive to the humanitarians 
from every state in New England who 
attended. 

A great deal of interest was shown 
in the president’s report which in- 
cluded a record of the activities of 
the Federation in connection with a 
horse-slaughter plant in one of the 
New England States. A complaint 
from one member of the Federation 
about the lack of shelter, poor feed- 
ing, and dragging of a horse that was 
down, brought prompt remedial ac- 
tion through the Federation and the 
cooperation of its member societies. 
The Animal Rescue League of Bos- 
ton, through its Director of Livestock 
Conservation, Guy W. Mann, was 
able to play a large part in bringing 
about a satisfactory correction of 
conditions. A cooperative attitude 
on the part of the owners and man- 
agement, when informed of humani- 
tarians’ concern for the welfare of the 


ANNOUNCING ... 
She Ninth Annual ANIMAL FRIENDS SUMMER SCHOOL 


John C. 


horses, was of much assistance in 
bringing about a solution to the 
problem. 

Of much interest also was a report 
from a committee under the chair- 
manship of Reed W. Hitchcock of 
the Connecticut Humane Society, on 
Approved Practices at Livestock Auc- 
tions. ‘These approved practices are 
contained in a list of 19 suggestions 
that are published by New England 
Conservation, Inc. Copies of these 
are available to interested persons on 
application to our Livestock Conser- 
vation Department. 

Dr. Eric H. Hansen, President of 
the Massachusetts S.P.C.A., reported 
on a pilot meeting of the Interna- 
tional Organization for Animal Wel- 
fare to be held in May of this year 
in London, England. Representa- 
tive humanitarians from the United 
States have been invited to attend, 
including Dr. Hansen and our own 
President, Carlton E. Buttrick. Fu- 
ture issues of this magazine will carry 
reports of this activity, and results of 
the conference. 

Progress on Humane Slaughter 
Legislation was ably reported by 
Macfarlane, Director of 
Livestock Conservation for the Mas- 
sachusetts S.P.C.A., including par- 
ticularly the events at the recent pub- 
lic hearing in Washington, D. C., be- 
fore the sub-committee on livestock 
and feed grain of the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Repre- 


sentatives. Mr. Buttrick also at- 


tended these hearings and testified 
in favor of legislation for compulsory 
humane slaughtering of all livestock. 
Probably of most interest to all who 
attended the meeting was the re- 
view, by Carlton E. Buttrick, Presi- 
dent of the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston, of the events that occurred 
during our recent efforts to defeat 
Pound Animal Seizure Legislation in 
Massachusetts. Although we _ ear- 
nestly hope that other New England 
states will not be saddled with this 
type of legislation, it was most ap- 
propriate that they be alerted to the 
need for constant vigilance and the 
disastrous effects of such legislation. 
By unanimous vote of the members 
of the New England Federation of 
Humane Societies, the following offi- 
cers were elected for the coming 
year: President, Lyman A. Cousens, 


Jr. from the Maine State Society for 


the Protection of Animals; First Vice- 
President, Mrs. James E. Coucher 
from the Springfield Branch of the 
Vermont Humane Society; Second 
Vice-President, Walter M. Bird, Jr. 
from Red Acre Farm, Stow, Massa- 
chusetts; Secretary, Miss Ruth A. 
Ballou from the Animal 
League of Boston; Treasurer, Earle 
A. Woodbury from the Maine State 
Society for the Protection of Animals. 
Directors elected were Miss Harriet 
G. Bird, Red Acre Stow, 
Massachusetts, George J. Reilly, 
Rhode Island S.P.C.A., and J. Rob- 
ert Smith, Massachusetts S.P.C.A. 


Rescue 


Farm, 


FOR BOYS AND GIRLS e AGES 7-14 


July 8-20, 1957, inclusive 


Registration July 5-6 


ON MAINLAND ADJACENT TO AMRITA ISLAND, CATAUMET, MASS. 
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OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS 


“Samantha” Wins AHA PATSY Award 


*¢ CYAMANTHA,”’ the implacable goose 
S in the Allied Artists Productions 
film, *‘Friendly Persuasion,” was pre- 
sented the coveted PATSY award of 
The American Humane Association 
by R. T. Phillips, executive director, 
in the seventh annual competition 
naming Hollywood’s ‘‘Picture Ani- 
mal ‘Top Star of the Year.’’ ‘‘Saman- 
tha,” whose trainer is Lionel O. 
Comport, Jr., of the Comport Animal 
Rentals of Hollywood, honked a 
hearty approval as her award was 
accepted by young Richard Eyer of 
the Allied Artists Studios, who also 
starred in ‘‘Friendly Persuasion.”’ 
SECOND PLACE — awarded to‘‘War 
Winds,” 


Brothers Pictures film, ‘‘Giant’’? was 


horse star of the Warner 


Va (799 


Couut Rumford 


Sacd: 


“IT am only desirous that science and 
art should once be brought cordially to 
embrace each other, and to direct their 
united efforts to the improvement of 
and com- 


agriculture, manufactures, 


merce, and to the increase of comfort.”’ 


We concur. 


For fifty years the seal of The Rumford 
Press has carried the inscription 


Ars ex scientia 


THE RUMFORD PRESS 


In Boston: 1102 Statler Building 


received by owner and trainer, Ralph 
McCutcheon. Actor James Garner 
accepted a similar award for the 
Warner Brothers Studio. 

THIRD PLAcE — awarded to‘‘Fran- 
cis,’ the mule for his work in *‘Francis 
In the Haunted House,” produced 
by Universal-International Pictures 
was accepted by actress Joanna 
Moore. ‘‘Francis” is owned by Uni- 
versal-International and trained by 
Frank ‘‘Jack”’ Sanders. 

RicHARD C. CRAVEN AWARD — 
awarded to ‘‘King Cotton’”’ beautiful 
white stallion, owned and trained by 
Ralph McCutcheon. ‘‘King Cotton” 
has played in many, many motion 
pictures. The Richard C. Craven 
Award is a special trophy given an- 


CONCORD 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 


In New York: 418 West 25th Street 


nually by the AHA in honor of the 
man who negotiated the first agree- 
ment for humane supervision of the 
use of animals in films. It goes to an 
animal that ordinarily has no oppor- 
tunity for a starring role but which 
excels in training and in natural 
ability. 

AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE — 
‘“‘Lady,” Basenji dog in ‘*‘Goodbye, 
My Lady” — Batjac 
Inc. 


Productions, 
Patrick 
Wayne. “‘Bascom,” great Dane dog 
in ‘‘Hollywood or Bust,’? — Wallis- 


accepted by actor 


Paramount-Hazen Productions; ac- 
Allen. 
**Silver”’ for his work in ‘‘The Lone 
Brothers  Pic- 


cepted by actress Valerie 


Ranger’? — Warner 
turessa ne 


LOSOURSFRIENDS 


In making your will kindly 
remember that the corporate 
title of our society is ‘““Animal 
Rescue League of Boston”’; 
that it was incorporated in 


March, 


connection with any other 


1899, and has no 


similar society. 


FORM OF BEQUEST 


follows: 


I give to the Animal Rescue 
League of Boston, the sum of 

dollars (or if prop- 
erty, describe the property). 
The League’s address is: Cor- 
ner Tremont and Arlington 
Streets, Boston, Mass. Infor- 


mation will be given gladly. 


SLLLLLLL LLL 


Apunet essere league of [seston 


CorNER TREMONT AND ARLINGTON STREETS, Boston 16, MASSACHUSETTS 


Telephone: HAncock 6-9170 — Nights, Sundays and Holidays: HAncock 6-3736 


A Wholly Independent Organization Founded by Mrs. Huntington Smith 


OFFICERS 
President: Carlton E. Buttrick Chairman of the Board: John M. B. Churchill 
Secretary: James Jackson, Jr. Treasurer: Philip W. Trumbull 


Asst. Secretary: Miss Ruth A. Ballou 


Hon. Vice-Presidents: Hon. Christian A. Herter, Mayor John B. Hynes, Hon. Percival P. Baxter, Mrs. Leverett 
Bradley, Mrs. John M. B. Churchill, Sr., H. W. Dunning, Mrs. William Endicott, 2d, Miss Anita Harris, Dr. J. 
Walter Schirmer, Miss Elizabeth L. Storer, Mrs. Thomas W. Storrow, Mrs. Ezra R. Thayer. 


Directors: James B. Ames, Francis T. Baldwin, Robert Baldwin, Miss Harriet G. Bird, Carlton E. Buttrick, John 
M. B. Churchill, Mrs. George O. Clark, II, Mrs. Rockwell Coffin, Mrs. George M. Cushing, Jr., John Grew, 
Mrs. Frederick O. Houghton, Constantine Hutchins, James Jackson, Jr., Mrs. Edward C. Johnson, Laurence 
H. H. Johnson, Jr., Mrs. Charles W. Phinney, Brooks Potter, George Putnam, Jr., Carlton M. Strong, Philip W. 
Trumbull, Mrs. Frederic Winthrop. 


e e e 
Earl E. Wentzel Archibald MacDonald John Finlayson 
Vice President Chief Investigator Shelter Superintendent 
Harriet Flannery Guy W. Mann 
Dir. of Education Dir. Livestock Conservation 


Small Animal Out-Patient Clinic is maintained at headquarters. Dr. James Robbin, Veterinarian-in- 
Charge. Clinic Hours: Monday through Friday, 9 A.M. to 4 p.m.; Saturday, 9 A.M. to 12 noon. During July 
and August the Clinic will not be open on Saturday. 


Pine Ridge Cemetery for Small Animals and Pine Ridge Home of Rest for Horses are maintained at 246 Pine 
Street, Dedham, Arthur W. Foster, Superintendent. Arrangements for burials, including cremations, 
may be made at corner Tremont and Arlington Streets. 


The Boston Shelter is open 24 hours a day to receive animals. 


RECEIVING STATIONS 


Boston Shelter.Corner Tremont and Arlington Streets 


Dedham 2. ai ssetl: a neeerelee lees 246 Pine Street Cape Cod 
East DOStOn eee ee eee ee Police Station No. 7 Provincetown). ..... Donald Westover, Snail Road 
West Lynn. ......Sherman Bates, 4 Neptune Street North Harwich.... . Hilliard Hopkins, Depot Street 


Donations, Membership Fees and Bequests provide the main support of the League. Become a member, 
send a donation or make provision for us in your will, and help insure our continued protection of stray, 
unwanted, sick or injured animals. Of every paid-up League membership of $2.00 or more, $1.00 is for a 
year’s subscription to OUR FOURFOOTED FRIENDS. 


MEMBERSHIP FEES 
FORM OF BEQUEST 


Fi eee E ree eee $100.00 in one payment 
in ‘ To the ANIMAL RescuE LEacueE oF Boston: 
STD POr Le ce ae een pi eee 25.00 annually db 
LONE, I give, devise and bequeath the sum of....... 

Contributing............. 10.00 annually : 

8 ; dollars, and the real estate situated at No........ 
ACTIVE sn 8 ts Races a se 3 bern ee ee | Street, in the city (or town) of............... 
ASSOCIATES 5. sh ch ckaes eran 2.00 annually by Ss 


% 
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